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ARCHBISHOP BURKE TALKS TO INSIDE 
THE VATICAN ON EVE OF ELECTION

by Andrew Rabel 

On the eve of the presidential election November 4, Archbishop 
Raymond Burke, in the Vatican, has given an exclusive interview 
to Andrew Rabel, Australian Inside the Vatican Correspondent, 
on these and several other issues.  
 
Burke, 60, retired in June as archbishop of St Louis, Missouri to 
become Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura in the Holy See, in what is 
effectively the Vatican's Supreme Court, along side other American curial 
heads Cardinal William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, and Cardinal James Stafford, Major Penitentiary of the Apostolic 
Penitentiary.

 
 
Well known for his orthodoxy, deep piety, and encylopaedic knowledge of 
canon law (which obviously played a part in his current appointment) he, in 
2004, barred US presidential candidate John Kerry, a Catholic, from taking 
Holy Communion when visiting St Louis, because of his prochoice stance on 
the issue of abortion rights. 
 
Despite a change in his work location, events at home are still very much in 
his thoughts and prayers. 
 
1. How has your new position in Rome, been since you took over as 
Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura in June?

Pope Benedict XVI transferred me from the office of Archbishop of Saint Louis 
to the office of Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, on 
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