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“When any church will inscribe over its 
altar the Saviour’s condensed statement 
of law and Gospel, 

 
‘Thou shalt love the LORD thy God, 

with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as 

thyself,’ 
 

that church I will join with all 
my heart.” 

 
Abraham Lincoln to a member of Congress as related 
by his intimate friend Hon. Isaac N. Arnold in refer-

ence as to why he did not join a denominational, politi-
cally involved creed-driven church. 
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which could effectively be called ‘Lincoln on the Iraq 
War’. 

 
 

Washington, February 15, 1848 
      Dear William: 

 
Your letter of the 29th of January was received last 

night. Being exclusively a constitutional argument, I wish 
to submit some reflections upon it in the same spirit of 
kindness that I know actuates you. Let me first state what 
I understand to be your position. It is that if it shall be-
come necessary to repel invasion, the President may, 
without violation of the Constitution, cross the line and 
invade the territory of another country, and that whether 
such necessity exists in any given case the President is the 
sole judge. 

Before going further consider well whether this is or 
is not your position. If it is, it is a position that neither the 
President himself, nor any friend of his, so far as I know, 
has ever taken. Their only positions are first, that the soil 
was ours when the hostilities commenced; and second, 
that whether it was rightfully ours or not, Congress had 
annexed it, and the President for that reason was bound to 
defend it; both of which are as clearly proved to be false 
in fact as you can prove that your house is mine. The soil 
was not ours, and Congress did not annex or attempt to 
annex it. But to return to your position. Allow the Presi-
dent to invade a neighboring nation whenever he shall 
deem it necessary to repel an invasion, and you allow him 
to do so whenever he may choose to say he deems it nec-
essary for such purpose, and you allow him to make war 
at pleasure.  

Study to see if you can fix any limit to his power in 
this respect, after having given so much as you propose. If 
to-day he should choose to say he thinks it necessary to 
invade Canada to prevent the British from invading us, 
how could you stop him? You may say to him, “I see no 
probability of the British invading us;” but he will say to 
you, “Be silent: I can see it, if you don’t.” 

The provision of the Constitution giving the war-
making power to Congress was dictated, as I understand 
it, by the following reasons: Kings had always been in-
volving and impoverishing their people in wars, pretend-
ing generally, if not always, that the good of the people 
was the object. This our convention understood to be the 
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most oppressive of all kingly oppressions, and they re-
solved to so frame the Constitution that no one man 
should hold the power of bringing this oppression upon 
us. But your view destroys the whole matter, and places 
our President where kings have always stood. Write soon 
again. 

Yours truly, A. Lincoln 
 

[From Lincoln, Abraham; Nicolay, John G., ed.; Hay, John, ed. [1848], 
letter to William H. Herndon, February 15, 1848 in ‘The Complete 
Works of Abraham Lincoln, v.2 {New York: Francis D. Tandy Com-
pany, 1894}] 

 
*    *     * 

 
After the successful murder of the ‘saviour of the na-
tion’, President Lincoln, on that Good Friday Easter 
weekend of 1865, a date of which the symbolism was 
not lost, the Jesuit masterminds of that most evil crime 
began to pressure President Johnson to implement the 
14th amendment to the United States’ Constitution. 
This amendment effectively altered the citizenship 
away from the states’ proper, under state authority, and 
transferred this to the Union, under a centralized Fed-
eral authority. Before this change one was considered a 
citizen of the United States by reason of being the citi-
zen of a particular state.  

This change meant that for the first time in U.S. 
history the groundwork was laid for the establishment 
of a more European Monarchial system of government, 
one which could be corrupted and thus making possible 
the ability to direct and control all the people under the 
volition of a single man. This amendment also removed 
the right of sovereignty of the individual states’ in ar-
eas, which were not previously under Federal authority 
and placed them under a single central government 
thereby removing the right of secession in the case of 
entrenched tyranny.  The reasoning of the Jesuits was 
that if they can corrupt the leader and those around him 
after having corrupted the Constitution, Bill of Rights 
and the judiciary, the people have no choice but to 
submit to his authority. Ecclesiastically supported and 
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sponsored dictatorship through the back door could 
then be established.  

It has been stated by several historians that the 
Jesuits plan well ahead, in most cases of political in-
trigue and national transformation 100 years or more 
ahead. 

Lincoln had rebuffed this proposed amendment all 
through his term and this obstinacy to the goals of the 
Church was cited as one of the major reasons for his 
demise. Another purported reason to eliminate him is-
sued from the fact that he had begun to print currency, 
called Greenbacks, and declare it the legal tender of the 
land, thereby shutting out the bankers and preventing 
them from bleeding the financial life of the Nation, 
much in the same way as John F. Kennedy had issued 
his Silver Certificates in an effort to close down the 
vultures of the privately operated FEDERAL 
RESERVE BANK.  

Simply put, he was standing directly in the way of 
the Papists and European Autocrats and therefore had 
to be removed. And not just him, the entire cabinet was 
the original target. 

That the Jesuits had planned the deed is beyond 
question as evidenced by the sworn statements and per-
sonal letters, which are quoted in full below and 
housed in the Chiniquy Collection. www.Chiniquy.ca   

The material comprising this first chapter has 
never been made public, nor has it been made available 
to historians. Charles Chiniquy, a priest of Rome who 
eventually left the church, had commissioned a lawyer 
to investigate and collect the sworn statements of indi-
viduals who were privy to this extraordinary circum-
stance of foreknowledge which speak for themselves. 
 
State of Illinois 
Cook County 

 
Rev. F.A. Conwell being sworn declares and says 

that he is seventy-one years old that he is a resident of 
North Evanston, in Cook County State of Illinois, that he 
has been actively in the ministry for forty-six years, and 
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is now one of the chaplains of the Seamans Bethel Home 
in Chicago- that he was the chaplain of the First Minne-
sota Regiment in the War of the Rebellion. 

That on the 14th day of April AD 1865 he was in 
St. Joseph, Minnesota and heard there as early as six 
o’clock in the evening in company with Mr. Bennett who 
was there and was a resident of St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
That on this date there was no telegraph nearer than 
Minneapolis, which is about 80 miles from St. Joseph 
and there was no railroad communication nearer than 
Auoka, Minnesota which was about 40 miles distant. 

 
            Charles Chiniquy – Ex-priest and friend of Lincoln 

 
 
That when he reached St. Joseph on the 14th day of 

April AD 1865 one Mr. Linneman who kept the hotel at 
St. Joseph told affiant that President Lincoln and Secre-
tary Seward were assassinated. That it was not later than 
half past six o’clock on Friday April 14th 1865 when Mr. 
Linneman told me this. Shortly thereafter Mr. Bennett 
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came in the hotel and I told him Mr. Linneman said the 
President and Secretary Seward were assassinated and 
there Mr. Linneman repeated the same conversation to 
Mr. Bennett in my presence. 

That during that time Mr. Linneman told me that he 
had the charge of furnishing the friary or college for 
young men under the priests who were studying for the 
priesthood at St. Joseph. That there was a large institu-
tion of that kind at St. Joseph at this time. 

Affiant says that on Saturday morning April 15th 
1865 he went to St. Cloud a distance of about 10 miles 
and reached there about 8 o’clock in the morning, that 
there was no railroad or telegraph communications to St. 
Cloud. When he arrived at St. Cloud he told Mr. Ha-
worth the hotel keeper that he had been told at St. Joseph 
that the President and Secretary Seward had been assas-
sinated and asked if it was true. 

He further told Henry Clay with Charles Gilliman 
who afterwards was Governor of Minnesota, the same 
thing and inquired of them if they had any such news and 
they replied they had not heard anything of the kind. 

Affiant says that on Sunday morning 16th of April 
1865 he preached in St. Cloud and on the way to the 
church a copy of a telegram was handed to him stating 
that the President and Secretary were assassinated on 
Friday evening at about 9 o’clock. This telegram had 
been brought to St. Cloud by Mr. Garten who had 
reached St. Cloud by stage and this was the first intelli-
gence that reached St. Cloud of the events. 
       Affiant says further that on Monday morning April 
17th 1865, he furnished the press, a paper of St. Paul, a 
statement that 3 hours before the event took place he had 
been informed at St. Joseph, Minnesota that the President 
had been assassinated and this was published in the 
press. 
 

Francis Asbury Conwell 
 
Subscribed and sworn to by Francis A. Conwell before 
me a notary public of Kankakee County Illinois at Chi-
cago, Cook County Illinois, this 6th day of September 
1883 
 

 Stephen R. Moore, notary public 
 

**     **     **     **     **     **     **     ** 
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